GO

ROBERT MULLER

Robert Muller, who has been called
the philosopher of the United Nations
and its prophet of hope, believes the
world can—and will—become a bet-
ter place to live. His many years at the
United Nations have convinced him
that there is a growing movement,
even in the seemingly endless conflict
between nations, toward a brother-
hood of all peoples. He sees the dawn-
ing of a global age.

Here is his blueprint for just that, a
framework for an ever-evolving
humanity, reaching toward fulfillment
and happiness, grounded in the
enlightened pragmatism of Teilhard
de Chardin. He contends that the
nations of the world are, sometimes in
spite of themselves, overcoming their
narrowness and working together for
true peace and respect among all
peoples.

He cites as proof of this emerging
pattern, world conferences on:
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Prayer and Meditation at the United Nations

Prayer, meditation and spirituality at the UN are fascinating sub-
jects. All major world religions are accredited to the United Nations
as mnon-governmental organizations. For example, no less than
twenty-four Catholic organizations are represented at the UN. Sev-
eral of the world’s religious leaders have visited the international or-
ganization. Most memorable were the visits of His Holiness Pope
Paul VI during the General Assembly in 1965 and of ‘Pope John
Paul II in 1979. Many religions have special invocations, prayers,
hymns and services for the United Nations. The most important ex-
amples are those of the Catholic, the Unitarian-Universalist, the
Baptist and the Bahai faiths. It is a common practice of the Uni-
tarian-Universalists to display the United Nations flag in their
houses of worship. So does the Holy Family Church, the parish
church of the UN, with its international reliquary and its many
religious services and activities catering to world peace and to the in-
ternational community.

When it comes to the United Nations proper, one can obviously
not say that it is a spiritual organization. How could it be otherwise?
For the UN is the creation and mirror of governments, most of
whom have “secularized” themselves, i.e., separated spirituality from
their daily lives and preoccupations. Nevertheless, prayer and spiritu-
ality play an important role in the United Nations. It is a moving
experience, for example, to witness the minute of silence for prayer
or meditation at the opening of the yearly General Assembly, when
men and women_frem all nations center their minds and souls on
the job to be done and when at the end of the Assembly a similar




WORLD HEADQUARTERS OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

25 Columile Helghls, Brocklyn, B 112012483 « Tel. 718 560-5000

I iovember 1, 2000 No. [N
Via CompuServe

Branch Commuities

Dear Brothers:

Eecause of published allegations by oppoesers that we have secret links with the United

Mations, 2 number of branches have inquired about the matter and we have replied. This circular
[etter replaces any replies we have given earlier and is sent lo all branches. To anyone inquiring
within your branch terrilory you might respond according to what is stated below:

Our purpose lor registering with the Depaniment of Public Information as a nongovem-

mental organization (NGO) in 1991 was o have access Lo rescarch material available on health,
ccolggical, and secial problems at the United Nations library facilities. We had been using the
library for many-years prior to 1991, but in that year it became necessary to register as an NGO
ta have continued access. Registration papers filed with the United Nations that we have on file
contain no statements that conflict with ovur Christian beliefs. Moreover, NGOs are informed by
the United Nations that “association of NGOs with the DFI does not constitute their incorpora-
tion into the United MNations system, nor does it entitle associated organizations or Lheir staff to
any kind of privileges, immunities or special stalus.”

Sull, the Criteria for Association of NGOs—al least in their latest version—coniain lan-

puage that we cannot subseribe (o, When we realized this, we immediately withdrew our regis-
tration, We are grateful that this matter was brought (o our allention.

%,

C

We trust that the above is, helpful in counteracting the altempls of opposers to discredit

Please be assured of our wamm Christian love and best wishes.
Your brothers,

Chaimman's Commilles

Administration Offices Desks
Legal Department
Office of Public Information
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

DPI«& NGO

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

SECTION

United Nations, DPI/NGO Resource Centre, Room L-1B-31
Tel: (212) 963-7233, 7234, 7078 * Fax: (212) 963-2819 * E-mail: dpingo@un.org

4 March 2004
To Whom It May Concern,

Recently the NGO Section has been receiving numerous inquiries regarding the
association of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York with the
Department of Public Information (DPI). This organization applied for association with
DPI in 1991 and was granted association in 1992. By accepting association with DPI, the
organization agreed to meet criteria for association, including support and respect of the
principles of the Charter of the United Nations and commitment and means to conduct
effective information programmes with its constituents and to a broader audience about
UN activities.

In October 2001, the Main Representative of the Watchtower Bible and Tract
Society of New York to the United Nations, Giro Aulicino, requested termination of its
association with DPI. Following this request, the DPI made a decision to disassociate the
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York as of 9 October 2001.

Please be informed that it is the policy of the Department of Public Information of
the United Nations to keep correspondence between the United Nations and NGOs
associated with DPI confidential. However, please see below the paragraph included in
all letters sent to NGOs approved for association in 1992:

“The principal purpose of association of non-governmental organizations with the
United Nations Department of Public Information is the redissemination of information
in order to increase public understanding of the principles, activities and achievements of
the United Nations and its Agencies. Consequently, it is important that you should keep
us informed about your organization's information programme as it relates to the United
Nations, including sending us issues of your relevant publications. We are enclosing a
brochure on the “The United Nations and Non-Governmental Organizations”, which will
give you some information regarding the NGO relationship.”

In addition, the criteria for NGOs to become associated with DPI include the
following:
e that the NGO share the principles of the UN Charter;
e operate solely on a not-for-profit basis;
e have a demonstrated interest in United Nations issues and a proven ability to
reach large or specialized audiences, such as educators, media representatives,
policy makers and the business community:;



e have the commitment and means to conduct effective information programmes
about UN activities by publishing newsletters, bulletins and pamphlets,
organizing conferences, seminars and round tables; and enlisting the cooperation
of the media.

We expect that you will share this information with your concerned colleagues, as
we are unable to address the scores of duplicate requests regarding the Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society that are being directed to our offices. Thank you for your interest in the

work of the United Nations.
Sincerely,

Qo W

Paul Hoeffel
Chief
NGO Section
Department of Public Information



